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Contemporary Issues and Trends in Education

Objectives

After studying this course, Student Teachers will be able to:

1. Examine the social implications of the MDGs and the EFA goals

2. Identify different issues pertaining to diversity as well as their impact on student learning

3. State the nature and scope of the factors affecting the quality of schooling

4. Explain how different kinds of schooling affect the quality of schooling

5. Analysis the changing role of the teacher in contemporary society

6. Critically evaluate the roles of peace, conflict, and education in the development of human society.

Course Outline

Unit 1: Globalization, the Millennium Development Goals, and Education for All

1. Globalization

2. The role of globalization in education

3. The effects of globalization in the education sector

4. MDGs: General description and indicators

5. Implementation of the MDGs

6. Challenges and further strategies in the local context

7. EFA: General description and indicators

8. Implementation of EFA

9. Challenges and further strategies in the local context

Unit 2: Issues of diversity

1. Diversity

2. The impact of diversity on education

3. Approaches to addressing diversity issues:

●  Learning difficulties

● Language

● BsReligion

● Gender

● Culture

● Social and Economic status

4. The role of education in addressing issues of diversity

5. Strategies and examples of diversity-inclusive pedagogy



 Unit 3: The role of peace education at the micro and macro-levels

1.  Introduction to peace education

2. Societal factors affecting peace in the Pakistani context

3. Conflicts in schools: Tolerance

● Bullying

● Violence

4. Conflict resolution at the school level

5. The impact of peace issues on education

6. Peace education: A strategy for conflict resolution

7. Projects on selected conflicts Presentation of the projects

Unit 4: The role of school in addressing contemporary issues

1. The relationship between school and society

2. Schools as social agents and social critics

3. The need for schools to create active citizens

4. The role of schools in producing workers and professionals

5. The role of schools imparting democratic education

6. The importance of character education and skills development

7. Factors affecting the quality of schooling

8. Issues faced by schools

Unit 5: The changing role of teacher

1. The various roles of a teacher

2. The teacher’s responsibility to value all learners

3. Teachers as world change agents

4. External issues affecting teacher’s performance

5. Interpersonal and social issues in education

6. Internal issues affecting teacher’s performance

7. Teacher’s strategies to tackle the issues

Bibliography / Webliography

● Finch,C.,&Wirtane,L.(2000). Children and conflict:An opportunity for learning in the early childhood

classroom.Retrieved from:http://www.naeyc.org/store/ node/166

● Gasparini,L.(2000).The Cuban education system:Lessons and dilemmas.Country studies: Education

Reform and Management Publication series,1(5).Washington,D.C:World Bank.

● Ghaffar,S.A.(1995).Government policies and initiatives on reforms in examination in Pakistan.Journal of

Education and Research ,1(2), 95—112.

● Ghulam G(Nd)Teacher education and professional organizations

● Goldblatt,P.F.,& Smith,D.(2005).Cases for teachers development.New York: Sage Publications.

● Gulzar,M.A.,&Qadir,S.(2010).Issues of language (s) choice and use:A Pakistani perspective.Pakistan

Journal of Social Sciences,30(2),413–424.

● Holt,L.C.(2005).Instructional Patterns:Strategies for maximizing Students Learning.

http://www.naeyc.org/store/node/166

