UNIT 1: Introduction to Comparative Education

1. Introduction and purpose of comparative education Source: Syllabus 1 Past Paper (Short Question)

() Introduction to Comparative Education

e Meaning:
Comparative Education is the study of education systems of different countries. It compares their goals, structures,
methods, and outcomes to understand how education works in various cultures and societies.

e Simple Definition:
It means studying and comparing how education works in different parts of the world to find out what can be learned
and improved.

e Example:
For example, comparing the education system of Pakistan and Japan helps us understand what makes each system
strong or weak.

= Nature of Comparative Education

e It is a social science because it studies education in relation to society, politics, economy, and culture.
e It is both theoretical and practical — it helps in understanding as well as improving education systems.
e It uses comparison as a main tool to find similarities and differences.

@ Purpose of Comparative Education

e To Learn from Others:
Helps countries learn from the best practices of other nations.
e To Improve National Education System:
By studying other systems, a country can improve its own education policies and methods.
e To Understand Cultural Differences:
It shows how culture, religion, and traditions affect education.
e To Promote International Understanding:
Encourages peace, tolerance, and cooperation between nations through education.
e To Identify Educational Problems:
Helps in recognizing common problems in education (like inequality, dropouts, poor quality) and finding better
solutions.
e To Support Educational Planning and Policy:
Gives a scientific base to make better decisions in curriculum, teacher training, and management.

Example:

e If Pakistan studies the teacher training system of Finland, it may adopt new ideas to train teachers more effectively.

Y

< Summary
e Comparative Education = Study + Comparison + Improvement
e It helps countries understand, learn, and grow by looking at education in other parts of the world.

e The main goal is to develop better education systems that meet modern needs.

1. Historical Perspective / Historical Development of Comparative EducationSource: Past Paper (Short Question)

Introduction

Comparative Education is the study of different education systems to understand how countries organize, manage, and improve
their education.

Its historical development shows how this field evolved from simple travel reports to a modern scientific study of education
systems.

1. Early Stage (Before 19th Century)

e In the beginning, people traveled to other countries and wrote about their educational systems.
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e These were not research-based, just observations.
e Example: Marc-Antoine Jullien (France) in the early 1800s is known as the Father of Comparative Education.
o He proposed using scientific methods to study and compare education systems.

2. 19th Century — Foundation Period

Comparative Education became a separate field of study.

Scholars started to compare education systems to find better methods for national improvement.

European countries, especially France, Germany, and England, began to influence one another’s education systems.
The main focus was on educational structure, aims, and administration.

¢ 3. 20th Century — Expansion Period

Comparative Education developed as an academic discipline in universities.

The focus moved from just describing systems to analyzing causes and results.

New methods like quantitative (statistics) and qualitative (case studies) were introduced.
Organizations like UNESCO and World Bank started supporting international educational research.
Education became linked with economic, cultural, and social development.

<) 4. Modern Period (21st Century — Present)

e Today, Comparative Education studies global issues such as:
o Globalization &
o Technology in education ™
o Inclusive and multicultural education 3
o International testing (like PISA, TIMSS) 4|
e The approach is scientific and policy-oriented.
e It helps countries learn from others to improve their education systems.

= Summary Table

Stage Period Main Features Key Figures / Events
Early Stage Before 19th century Travel reports, observations Travelers, Missionaries
Foundation Period 19th century Scientific study begins Marc-Antoine Jullien
Expansion Period 20th century Analytical and UNESCO, World Bank,
research-based Researchers
Modern Period 21st century Global, data-driven, PISA, ICT, Globalization
policy-focused

¢ Conclusion

Comparative Education has evolved from simple comparisons to a scientific and global discipline.
It now helps countries understand, evaluate, and reform their education systems based on international experiences.
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2. Method of Comparative EducationSource: Syllabus |
Method of Comparative Education (Quantitative and Qualitative)
<~ Meaning:
e The methods of Comparative Education help researchers to study, compare, and understand different education
systems.
e Two main methods are commonly used: Quantitative Method and Qualitative Method.
| Quantitative Method

Meaning:

e The quantitative method is based on numerical data, facts, and statistics.
e It focuses on things that can be measured and counted to compare education systems.

Main Features:

e Uses numbers and measurable data like literacy rate, enrollment, dropout, or teacher—student ratio.
e Data is collected through surveys, questionnaires, official reports, and tests.
e Results are often shown in tables, graphs, or charts.
e Helps to make objective and accurate comparisons.
Example:

e Comparing the literacy rates of Pakistan and Japan.
e Studying the percentage of school attendance in rural and urban areas.

Advantages:
e Gives clear, reliable, and factual information.
e Helps in educational planning and policy-making.
e FEasy to compare between countries or regions.

Limitations:

e Does not explain reasons or feelings behind the numbers.
e Misses the social and cultural aspects of education.

&2 Qualitative Method
Meaning:

e The qualitative method is based on understanding behaviors, experiences, and ideas related to education.
e It focuses on why and how educational systems work, not just on numbers.

Main Features:
e Uses non-numerical data such as interviews, case studies, classroom observations, and documents.
e Helps to understand attitudes, culture, and values in education.
e Provides deep insight into the working of an education system.

Example:

e Observing teaching styles in Finland and Pakistan to understand classroom differences.
e Interviewing teachers and students to know their views on education quality.

Advantages:

e Gives a deeper understanding of the education process.
e Focuses on the human side of education.
e Helps to understand cultural and social factors affecting education.
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Limitations:

e Results may be subjective (based on personal opinion).
e Hard to compare because it uses descriptive, not numerical data.

¢ In Short:

e Quantitative Method = Uses numbers and statistics — Objective comparison.
e Qualitative Method = Uses words, experiences, and observations — Deep understanding.
e  Both methods are important for a complete study of education systems around the world.

3. Aims and Scope of Comparative EducationSource: Past Paper (Short Question)
@ Aims and Scope of Comparative Education
<~ Meaning:

e Comparative Education means studying and comparing the education systems of different countries.

e It helps to understand how culture, politics, economy, and society affect education and how one country can learn from
another.

Aims of Comparative Education

e To Learn from Other Countries:

To study the best practices of other nations and use them to improve our own education system.
e To Improve National Education System:

Helps in making reforms and better policies in education by understanding global examples.
e To Understand Educational Problems:

Identifies challenges and weaknesses in different systems and finds effective solutions.
e To Promote International Understanding:

Encourages peace, cooperation, and respect among nations through education.
e To Support Educational Planning:

Provides a scientific base for developing curriculum, teacher training, and management systems.
e To Study the Relationship between Education and Society:

Helps to see how social, cultural, economic, and political factors influence education.

) Scope of Comparative Education

e Study of Educational Systems:
Includes comparison of curriculum, teaching methods, exams, and administration in different countries.
e Study of Educational Aims and Policies:
Compares how different nations set goals and priorities in education.
e Study of Socio-Cultural Influences:
Looks at how culture, religion, and traditions affect education in each country.
e Study of Teacher Education and Training:
Compares teacher preparation and qualifications across nations.
e Study of Innovations and Reforms:
Examines how new ideas and technologies are applied in various education systems.

¢ In Short:

e Aims: To learn, improve, and promote understanding.
e Scope: Covers all areas of education — from curriculum and teaching to policies and culture.

e Comparative Education helps countries understand each other and build better education systems through shared
knowledge.

= Types of Education: Formal, Non-formal, and Informal
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<~ Meaning:

e Education can take place in different settings and forms.
e It is generally divided into three main types: Formal, Non-formal, and Informal Education.

222 Formal Education
Meaning:

e Formal education takes place in a structured and organized environment like schools, colleges, and universities.
e It follows a fixed curriculum, regular timetable, and grading system.

Features
e Conducted by trained teachers.
e Has set goals and levels (Primary, Secondary, Higher).
e Lcads to certificates or degrees.
e Follows rules and discipline.

Example:

e Studying in a school or university where students attend classes regularly and take exams.
Advantages:

e Provides systematic learning.

e Helps in personal and professional development.

e Recognized by society and employers.
|| Non-formal Education

Meaning:

e Non-formal education happens outside the regular school system but is still organized and planned.
e It is flexible and designed for specific groups or purposes.

Features:
e Has no fixed age limit.
e Often short-term and goal-oriented.
e Focuses on practical skills or adult learning.
e May or may not lead to a certificate.
Example:

e Adult literacy classes, vocational training, or evening classes.
Advantages:

e Helps those who missed formal education.

e  Useful for skill development.

e Can be adjusted according to learner’s needs.
¥y Informal Education

Meaning:

e Informal education is unplanned learning that happens through daily life experiences.
e It is not organized and does not follow any set syllabus.

Features:

e Occurs anywhere and anytime — at home, work, or in the community.
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e No teachers, exams, or certificates.
e Based on observation, conversation, and experience.

Example:
e Lcarning to cook from parents, speak a language at home, or use a mobile phone by practice.
Advantages:

e Natural and continuous form of learning.
e Helps in developing life skills and values.
e Builds social and moral understanding.

¢ In Short:

e Formal Education = School-based, structured, and certified learning.
e Non-formal Education = Organized but flexible learning outside school.
e Informal Education = Natural learning through daily life experiences.

All three types are important for a person’s complete educational development.

UNIT 2: Methods and Approaches to Comparative Education

1. Approaches to comparative educationSource: Syllabus 1

€ Approaches to Comparative Education
<7 What this means:

e  When we study how different countries’ education systems work, we use different approaches (ways of looking) to
understand them.
e These approaches help us compare, analyse, and learn from these systems.

Main Approaches (as per the syllabus):

e Descriptive Approach
o  We describe what an education system looks like: its structure, curriculum, teaching methods, level of
enrollment, etc.
o Itgives us a clear picture of “what is happening” in a system.
o Example: Describing the types of schools, classes, and examinations in a country.
e Historical Approach &
o  We look into the past development of education systems: how they changed over time, influenced by events
and reforms.
o Helps us understand why an education system is the way it is.
o Example: How colonial education policies shaped a country’s school system.
e Philosophical Approach =
o We focus on the beliefs, values, and aims behind an education system.
o  This approach asks: Why do we educate? What goals does a society have for education?
o Example: Comparing how different countries value creativity, discipline, or social justice in their education.
e Thematic Approach ©
o We pick themes or topics (such as “teacher training”, “gender equality”, “technology in education”) and
compare how different countries handle that theme.
o  Example: Comparing teacher preparation across two countries under the theme “teacher quality”

e International Approach (‘)

o  We study education systems across countries in a global context: similarities, differences, influences, and global
trends.

o Helpful to see how international policies, organizations, or movements affect national education systems.

o Example: How globalisation, UNESCO guidelines or international assessments influence national schools.

¢ Short Summary:
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e The approaches are different lenses we use to compare education systems: descriptive (what), historical (how it got

there), philosophical (why), thematic (focus topic), international (global context).
e  Using more than one approach gives a fuller understanding of education systems and helps in making better
comparisons and reforms.

2. Activity: Comparing and summarizing all approaches Source: Syllabus 1

Approach O

issues

equality, or ICT)- Compares that theme
across countries- Helps find best practices

Approach Main Focus Key Features Example
Descriptive Describes education | - Gives clear facts and structure- Explains Describing the school
Approach systems as they exist | organization, levels, and curriculum- First system of Japan or

step before analysis Pakistan
Historical Past development of | - Studies changes over time- Shows how Study of British
Approach £ education history and events shape education- influence on education
Explains causes of reforms in South Asia
Philosophical Educational values - Examines aims and purposes of education- | Comparing Islamic and
Approach 5 and beliefs Studies philosophies behind systems- Western philosophies of
Connects education with human values education
Thematic Specific themes or - Focuses on one topic (like teacher training, | Comparing women’s

education in Pakistan
and Finland

International Global and - Studies global trends and organizations Studying how
Approach cross-national (like UNESCO)- Finds similarities and globalization affects
comparison differences across nations- Promotes education policies
international understanding
3.

+ Introduction

Comparative Education uses different methods to study and compare educational systems, policies, and practices in various

countries.

The main purpose is to understand similarities, differences, and reasons behind educational development.

These methods help researchers collect and analyze data in a systematic and scientific way.

¢ Types of Comparative Methods

1. Quantitative Method j,|

e This method deals with numerical and statistical data.
e It helps in making objective comparisons between countries.
e Researchers use tools such as surveys, tests, graphs, and tables.

Key Features
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e Data is measurable and can be compared easily.
e  Useful for large-scale studies.
e  Gives precise results based on facts and figures.

Example:
Comparing literacy rates, enrollment ratios, or dropout percentages between Pakistan and Malaysia.

2. Qualitative Method ||

e This method focuses on descriptive and detailed understanding.
e It studies social, cultural, and historical contexts of education.
e Data is collected through interviews, observations, and case studies.

Key Features:
e Deals with human behavior, traditions, and values.
e Gives deeper insight into why education systems differ.

e Best for small-scale or specific research topics.

Example:
Studying how teachers are trained in Finland compared to Pakistan through interviews and observations.

3. Historical Method &

e Focuses on past events and evolution of education systems.
e Helps in understanding how history, politics, and culture influenced educational development.

Example:
Comparing colonial education systems in India and Africa.

4. Descriptive Method =

e Involves collecting, organizing, and describing facts about different education systems.
e It is the first step before detailed analysis.

Example:
Describing the structure and curriculum of education in Japan or Germany.

5. Scientific (Analytical) Method &)
e Uses logical reasoning and data analysis.
e Involves forming hypotheses, testing them, and drawing conclusions.

e Helps in identifying patterns and causes behind educational success or failure.

Example:
Studying how teacher—student ratio affects learning outcomes in various countries.

¢ Case Study Method in Comparative Education
Definition:

A case study is a detailed examination of a single country, region, or institution to understand its education system deeply.
It allows researchers to study unique situations and find lessons that can be applied elsewhere.

Steps in a Case Study:

Selection of the Case: Choose a country or system to study.

Collection of Data: Gather information from documents, interviews, and observations.
Analysis: Examine factors like culture, economy, policies, and results.

Comparison: Compare with another country or model to identify similarities and differences.
Conclusion: Draw lessons or recommendations for improvement.

arON =

+ Example of a Case Study
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Example: Comparing Teacher Education in Pakistan and Finland

Aspect Pakistan Finland
Teacher Qualification Minimum Bachelor’s Degree Master’s Degree Required
Training Focus Theory-based Practical, Research-based
Teaching Status Moderate social respect Highly respected profession
Outcome Uneven quality of teaching High student performance internationally

Conclusion from Case Study:

Finland’s focus on teacher autonomy and research-based training leads to better learning outcomes.
Pakistan can improve by raising qualification standards and strengthening teacher training programs.

+ Conclusion

Comparative Education uses both quantitative and qualitative methods to analyze education systems.

The case study method gives an in-depth understanding of a particular system or issue.

Together, these methods help educators and policymakers learn from other countries and improve their own
educational systems.

Noah and Eckstein’s A Bs . Past Paper (Short Question)

Noah and Eckstein’s Approach (1969)

<~ Introduction:
e George Z. F. Bereday, Noah, and Eckstein were early contributors to Comparative Education.
e In 1969, Noah and Eckstein suggested a scientific and systematic approach to studying education systems.
e Their goal was to make Comparative Education more objective, research-based, and useful for educational

improvement.

¢ Main Ideas of Noah and Eckstein’s Approach

1. Education can be studied scientifically y
o They believed education systems should be studied using scientific methods, just like in social sciences.
o Data should be collected and analyzed carefully — not just described generally.
2. Focus on both similarities and differences
o They said comparative education should not only highlight differences but also find patterns and similarities
between countries.
3. Use of both quantitative and qualitative methods ;| |
o Research should combine numerical data (statistics) and descriptive analysis (observations, interviews) for a
complete picture.
4. Context matters
o  Each education system must be understood in its social, economic, political, and cultural context.
5. Aim to improve education
o  The ultimate purpose of comparison is to learn lessons and improve one’s own educational system.

¢ Summary:

Noah and Eckstein’s approach made Comparative Education more scientific, analytical, and practical.
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e They encouraged using research-based comparison to understand why education systems differ and how they can

improve.
UNIT 3: Factors Determining National Educational System

1. Factors determining educational system Source: Svyllabus 1

<~ Introduction:
Every education system is influenced by many internal and external factors.
While these factors help shape the strengths and identity of education, they can also create challenges and inequalities.

A critical analysis helps us see both the positive and negative effects of these influences.

¢ 1. Geographical Factors J(‘)
Positive Side:

e Help education become relevant to local needs (e.g., agricultural or mountain-based education).
e Encourage development of regional content suited to the environment.

Critical View:

e Inremote or extreme climate areas, access to schools is limited.
e Unequal geographical conditions can lead to educational inequality between urban and rural areas.

+ 2. Historical Factors £
Positive Side:

e Provide a sense of continuity and connection to national identity.
e Past reforms help improve curriculum and methods.

Critical View:

e Over-dependence on colonial or outdated systems limits innovation.
e Many developing countries still follow foreign education patterns that may not fit their cultural needs.

+ 3. Political Factors i
Positive Side:

e  Good political leadership ensures strong educational policies and funding.
e Political will can promote literacy and inclusion.

Critical View:
e Frequent political changes cause inconsistent policies.

e Political interference may lead to favoritism and corruption in educational institutions.
e Education becomes a tool for political influence rather than national development.

* 4. Economic Factors &
Positive Side:

e A strong economy helps improve infrastructure, technology, and teacher training.
e  Education helps build skilled manpower, improving the economy further.

Critical View:

e Poor countries face budget shortages that affect quality and access.
e Privatization increases inequality—only the rich can afford quality education.
e Education becomes more job-oriented and less about moral or social growth.

+ 5, Social and Cultural Factors § F
Positive Side
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e Education reflects society’s values and traditions.
e Promotes cultural identity and moral development.

Critical View:

e Traditional norms may limit girls’ education or promote social class differences.
e Overemphasis on culture may resist modernization or new ideas.

¢ 6. Religious Factors &
Positive Side:

e Religion gives moral direction and builds character.
e Promotes peace, honesty, and discipline.

Critical View:

e Religious bias can create division and intolerance.
e Too much focus on religion may ignore modern scientific learning.

¢ 7. Technological Factors = ﬁ
Positive Side:

e Improves teaching quality and access to global information.
e Encourages innovation and self-learning.

Critical View:

e C(Creates a digital divide between rich and poor students.
e Overuse of technology may reduce social interaction and critical thinking.

+ 8. Language Factors @
Positive Side:

e A common language of instruction unites people and improves communication.
e Learning global languages (like English) opens international opportunities.

Critical View:

e Foreign languages may weaken national identity.
e Students struggle when language of instruction is not their mother tongue.

+ 9, Philosophical Factors (%
Positive Side:

e Gives a clear vision and purpose to education.
e  Builds harmony between individual and national goals.

Critical View:

e Too much focus on one philosophy can limit creativity.
e Education should be flexible, not bound to a single belief system.

. Conclusion:

e These factors together create the foundation of an education system, but they must be balanced carefully.
e For progress, every country should use its strengths (like culture and religion) and reduce weaknesses (like inequality

and political instability).

e A successful education system grows when it adapts to modern needs while respecting national identity.

2. Factors Affecting Education (Economic, Social, Political, Cultural) Source: Past Paper (Long Question)

<+ Introduction:

Education is not an isolated system — it is influenced by the society, politics, culture, and economy of a country.
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These factors shape the quality, content, and goals of education.
Understanding them helps in improving policies and building fair and effective education systems.

+ 1. Economic Factors &

Meaning:
Economic conditions refer to the financial resources of a country that are spent on education — including income level,
government budget, and national development.

How it affects education:

e Funding and Facilities: Wealthy countries can provide better schools, laboratories, and materials, while poor
countries face lack of infrastructure.

e Teacher Quality: Rich economies can afford to train and pay teachers well, improving the quality of education.

e Access to Education: In low-income areas, many children cannot afford schooling, causing high dropout rates.

e Curriculum Design: Economic demands influence what subjects are taught (e.g., technical, vocational, or business
education).

e Employment Link: Education prepares individuals to meet job market needs, helping national growth.

Example:
Finland and Japan invest heavily in education, leading to high literacy and innovation. In contrast, developing countries like
Pakistan struggle due to limited education budgets.

+ 2. Social Factors @ B

Meaning:
Social factors include family background, gender, class, traditions, and community values that influence education.

How it affects education:

Family Influence: Parents’ education level and income affect children’s learning opportunities.
Social Class: Students from high-income families have better access to private or quality schools.
Gender Roles: In some societies, girls’ education is less encouraged than boys’.

Community Support: A society that values education builds stronger schools and higher literacy.
Social Change: Education helps to reduce inequality, poverty, and social injustice.

Example:
In Pakistan, rural girls often face barriers to schooling due to cultural and social traditions.

+ 3. Political Factors T

Meaning:
Political factors refer to government policies, stability, and leadership that determine how education is managed and improved.

How it affects education:

Policy Making: Governments decide curriculum, language of instruction, and structure of education.
Budget Allocation: Political will affects how much money is spent on education.

Stability: Frequent government changes can lead to inconsistent educational policies.

Ideology: The type of government (democratic, socialist, or religious) influences educational goals.
Law and Order: Peaceful environments promote schooling; conflicts and instability harm it.

Example:
In Pakistan, every new government brings a different education policy, which affects long-term progress.

* 4. Cultural Factors ; 5

Meaning:
Culture means the shared beliefs, values, language, and traditions of a society. Education both shapes and reflects culture.

How it affects education:

e Curriculum Content: Cultural values decide what is taught (e.g., moral education, language, art).
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e Language of Instruction: Local culture influences which language is used in schools.

e Moral Development: Culture gives moral and ethical direction to education.

e  Cultural Identity: Schools help preserve national traditions and values.

e  Global Influence: Modern technology and global culture may change local educational values.
Example:

In Islamic countries like Pakistan, Islamic studies and moral values are an important part of education.

¢ Conclusion:
e Education is deeply affected by economic, social, political, and cultural forces.
e A strong education system requires economic investment, social equality, political stability, and cultural balance.
e For real progress, all these factors must work together so that education can meet the needs of individuals and society.
3.
<~ Introduction:

Education systems around the world include both public (government) and private schools.
They differ in terms of funding, quality, accessibility, and facilities.
Let’s compare these systems in Pakistan and Finland — two countries with very different education structures.

Pakistan

Public Education (Government Schools) 522

Funded by: Government.

Fee: Very low or free education.

Teachers: Appointed by the government; job security is high but training quality varies.
Facilities: Often lack modern resources, libraries, and labs, especially in rural areas.
Medium of Instruction: Mostly Urdu.

Quality: Uneven — strong in urban areas, weak in villages.

Private Education (Private Schools) @

Funded by: Private owners or organizations.

Fee: High, especially in elite schools.

Teachers: Better paid and trained, but job security depends on school management.
Facilities: Usually modern, with technology and English-medium instruction.
Quality: Generally better but limited to wealthy families.

==~ Finland

Public Education (Government Schools) 22z

Funded by: Entirely by the government.

Fee: Completely free education (even at higher levels).
Teachers: Highly qualified (Master’s degree required).
Facilities: Excellent infrastructure and student support.
Medium of Instruction: Finnish or Swedish.

Quality: Very high; all schools offer equal opportunities.

Private Education (Private Schools) @

Funded by: Government supports some private schools.
Fee: Mostly free or low-cost, because private schools cannot profit.
Quality: Same as public schools; not much difference in standard.

<~ Final Point:

In Pakistan, private schools dominate in quality but increase inequality.
In Finland, public education is strong enough that there is almost no need for private schooling.

UNIT 4: Education System of Islamic Countries
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. Ed ion S f Islamic C jes S : Svllabus 1

Aspect = Egypt EE Malaysia = Iran Pakistan o]
Bangladesh
Type of Education System | Dual: General & Dual: Modern | Unified Islamic | Dual: Modern | Dual: General
Al-Azhar & Islamic system & Madrasa & Madrasa
Medium of Instruction Arabic Malay & Persian (Farsi) | Urdu & Bengali &
English English English
Administrative Control Ministry of Centralized Ministry of Federal + Ministry of
Education & Ministry of Education Provincial Education
Al-Azhar Education Ministries (centralized)
Authority
Pre-Primary Education Available in public | Government-su | Free Growing in Provided by
& private schools pported kindergartens private & NGOs &
preschools NGO sectors government
Primary Education Free & compulsory | Free & Free & Free but Free &
(Grades 1-6) compulsory compulsory access issues compulsory
Elementary/Secondary Junior & Senior Lower & upper | Middle & high | Middle & Lower &
Education secondary secondary school secondary upper
secondary
Higher/University Public & Al-Azhar | Public & Free public Public & Public &
Education universities private universities private private
universities universities universities
Teacher Education Specialized teacher | Integrated in Teacher Government National
training colleges universities training centers | colleges & Teacher
& universities universities Training
Institutes
Religious Education Al-Azhar schools Islamic Studies | Islamic base in | Islamiyat Madrasas
& universities compulsory all levels compulsory supported by
govt & NGOs
Role of NGOs Limited Minimal Minor role Strong role in | Very strong
(mostly gov. literacy & role (e.g.,
role) women BRAC, Dhaka
education Ahsania
Mission)
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Gender Equality Improving Excellent Moderate Improving Strongly
improving
(esp. girls’
education)
Use of Technology Developing Highly Expanding Growing Expanding
advanced (through NGO
projects)
Literacy Rate (approx.) 75% 95% 90% 62% 78%
Free Education Up to secondary Fully free in Free at all Free in govt Free at all
level govt schools levels schools levels
Challenges Overpopulation, Maintaining Political Low funding Rural access,
unemployment balance restrictions & inequality dropout rates
between
religion &
modernity
Main Strengths Religious heritage | High literacy & | Islamic unity & | Cultural NGO
& Al-Azhar innovation discipline diversity & involvement
reforms & women’s
education
UNIT 5: Education System of Technologically Advanced Countries
1. Education System of Technologically Advan ntri rce: Syllabus 1
Aspect £ USA e | Japan £l United Kingdom China
Type of System | Decentralized (states | Centralized & Semi-centralized (England, | Highly centralized
control education) uniform Wales, Scotland, N. Ireland | under Ministry of
differ) Education
Medium of English Japanese English Mandarin Chinese
Instruction
Pre-primary Nursery & Kindergarten (ages Nursery & preschool Kindergarten (ages
Education kindergarten (mostly | 3-6) 3-6)
private)
Primary Grades 1-5 Grades 1-6 Ages 5-11 (primary) Grades 1-6
Education (elementary schools)
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Secondary Middle & high school | Junior (3 yrs) + Secondary school (ages Junior (3 yrs) +
Education (Grades 6-12) Senior high (3 yrs) 11-16) Senior high (3 yrs)
Higher Large university Top universities Prestigious universities Large system with
Education network (public & (Tokyo, Kyoto) (Oxford, Cambridge) rapid expansion
private)
Teacher University degree + University-based + University + QTS Normal universities
Education license exam training schools (Qualified Teacher Status) | for teacher training
Technology Use | Advanced: e-learning, | Very advanced: Strong use of ICT & digital | Expanding Al &
Al coding in schools | robotics & ICT classrooms online education
integrated nationwide
Vocational Community colleges | Technical high Apprenticeships & Technical schools &
Education & tech institutes schools vocational colleges training centers

Free Education | Free up to Grade 12 Free & compulsory | Free till secondary Free till Grade 9
till 9 years
Focus Area Creativity, Discipline, moral Critical thinking, equality STEM, discipline,

innovation, research

values, teamwork

national unity

Role of Private | Strong role in higher | Limited Moderate Increasing role
Sector education
Main Strengths | Innovation & Discipline & Quality & equality Rapid progress &
flexibility efficiency technology
integration

Main
Challenges

Inequality, cost of
higher ed

Stress & exam
pressure

Immigrant integration

Rural-urban gap

2. U.S.A and U.K Comparison (Teacher Education Curriculum, Primary Education System, Educational Autonomy, Teaching
Meth tructure of E ation, Teachers’ Recruitment rce: Past Paper (ILon tion

N

Aspect EE United States of America Zi=2 United Kingdom

16 of 22



Structure of

Education

Follows K-12 system: - Kindergarten (1 year) -
Elementary (Grades 1-5) - Middle (Grades 6-8) -
High School (Grades 9—12) - Higher Education
(College/University)

Education divided into four stages: - Primary (511
years) - Secondary (11-16 years) - Post-16 or Sixth
Form (16—18 years) - Higher Education (University)

Primary Education
System

- Starts at age 6 and lasts till Grade 5. -
Curriculum includes Math, English, Science,
Arts, Physical Education. - Focus on creativity,
project-based learning, and child-centered
methods.

- Starts at age 5 and ends at 11. - National Curriculum
includes Core subjects: English, Math, Science. -
Emphasizes basic literacy, numeracy, and moral
values.

[ 3) Teacher Education | - Teacher training done through Bachelor of - Teachers complete Bachelor’s with QTS (Qualified
Curriculum Education (B.Ed) or Master of Arts in Teacher Status) or Postgraduate Certificate in
Teaching (MAT). - Curriculum includes Education (PGCE). - Curriculum includes Teaching
Educational Psychology, Curriculum Design, Methods, Child Development, Curriculum Studies,
Classroom Management, and Practicum and School Placement. - Strong focus on practical
(Teaching Practice). - Continuous professional | classroom experience.
development is compulsory.
4 Educational - Highly decentralized system. - Each state and | - Semi-centralized system. - Curriculum and
Autonomy local school district makes its own policies and | standards decided by Department for Education
curriculum. - Federal government provides (DfE). - Schools and local authorities have limited
funding and broad goals only. autonomy but follow national guidelines.

( 5)Teaching Methods - Student-centered learning, group projects, - Interactive teaching, discussion, and demonstration
discussions, technology-based activities. - Focus | methods. - Active learning and assessment through
on critical thinking, creativity, and observation. - Focus on conceptual understanding
problem-solving. - Use of modern technology and communication skills.
and digital tools.

( 6) Teachers’ - Teachers must have a degree in education + - Teachers must obtain QTS (Qualified Teacher

Recruitment State Certification or License. - Recruitment Status) through PGCE or teacher training program.

done at state or district level. - Regular
evaluation and professional training required.

- Recruitment through schools, local education
authorities, or national education service. - Regular
performance reviews and appraisals.

 7Role of Technology

- Heavy use of ICT, e-learning platforms,
smart boards, and online testing.

- Strong integration of ICT in classrooms, digital
literacy taught from primary level.
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Assessment System

- Continuous assessment and standardized
state testing.

- Formative and summative assessments under the
National Curriculum.

Higher Education

- World-famous universities (Harvard, MIT,
Stanford). - Focus on research, innovation, and
diversity.

- Prestigious institutions (Oxford, Cambridge). - Focus
on quality education and academic tradition.

3. Pakistan’s Com

Question)

1. Introduction

Teacher education means professional preparation of teachers to make them competent for classroom teaching.
Both Pakistan and the U.K. have systems for teacher training, but they differ in structure, duration, and approach.

2. Teacher Education in Pakistan

a. Types of Teacher Education Programs

® Pre-Service Training:
o  ADE (Associate Degree in Education) — 2 years
o B.Ed (Hons) —4 years
o  B.Ed (1.5 years) for graduates

e In-Service Training

o  Conducted through teacher training institutes, Provincial Education Departments, and HEC workshops.

b. Curriculum Characteristics

e Curriculum focuses on content knowledge and pedagogy
e Includes subjects like:
o Foundations of Education

O O O O

c. Training Institutions

Educational Psychology

Curriculum Development

Classroom Management

Teaching Practice (internship in schools)

e Government Colleges of Education (GCEs)
e University Departments of Education
e Allama Igbal Open University (AIOU) and Virtual University (VU) for distance education.

d. Weaknesses / Challenges

Outdated teaching methods (lecture-based).

Lack of modern technology and classroom resources.
Limited research culture.

Low entry requirements for teacher education.

3. Teacher Education in the U.K.

a. Types of Teacher Education Programs

e Undergraduate Route:
o Bachelor of Education (B.Ed) — 3 or 4 years.
e Postgraduate Route:
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o  PGCE (Postgraduate Certificate in Education) — 1 year.
o Leads to QTS (Qualified Teacher Status).

b. Curriculum Characteristics

e Emphasis on practical teaching experience and reflection-based learning.

e Focus areas include:

o  Classroom management
o Child development
o  Subject-specific pedagogy
o Use of ICT in education
e Continuous assessment and observation during training.

¢. Training Institutions

e Universities, Teacher Training Colleges, and School-Based Programs.
e  Examples: University of Cambridge Faculty of Education, University College London (UCL).

d. Strengths

4. Comparative Overview

High entry standards for teacher candidates.

Strong partnership between schools and universities.
Continuous professional development (CPD) programs.
Research-based and reflective practice approach.

Aspect

Pakistan

United Kingdom

Qualification Levels

ADE, B.Ed (Hons), B.Ed (1.5)

B.Ed, PGCE leading to QTS

Entry Requirements

Intermediate or Graduation

Bachelor’s degree with high grades

Duration

24 years

14 years

Training Approach

Theoretical focus

Practical and reflective

Curriculum Focus

Subject knowledge + pedagogy

Pedagogy + classroom practice

Use of ICT

Limited

Extensive

Evaluation System

Exams and teaching practice

Continuous assessment and mentoring

Professional Status

Moderate recognition

High recognition (QTS required)

5. Major Differences in Curriculum and Training

Area

Pakistan

UK.

Curriculum Design

Decided by HEC and provincial
bodies

Ofsted

Teaching Practice

Short internship (6—8 weeks)

Year-long school placement

Professional Development

Limited in-service training

Regular CPD workshops
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Research Orientation Weak Strong emphasis on action research

6. Key Similarities

e Both emphasize pedagogical skills and subject knowledge.
e Both have government regulation of teacher education standards.
e Both recognize the need for trained teachers for quality education.

7. Conclusion

The U.K. has a more systematic and research-oriented teacher education system, ensuring continuous improvement and
professional growth.

In contrast, Pakistan is still developing its programs, focusing on updating curriculum, improving teacher quality, and
promoting reflective practice through reforms guided by HEC and provincial education departments.

UNIT 6: Teacher Education in Comparative Perspectives

1. Teacher Education in Comparative Perspectives Source: Syllabus 1
1. Introduction

Teacher education means the process of preparing teachers with the necessary knowledge, skills, attitudes, and values to teach
effectively.

In comparative perspective, it means studying and comparing teacher education systems of different countries to
understand their strengths, weaknesses, and best practices.

2. Meaning of Comparative Perspective in Teacher Education
Comparative perspective helps in:

Understanding how different countries prepare their teachers.
Identifying successful policies and practices that can be adopted.
Analyzing social, cultural, and political influences on teacher education.
Improving quality and professionalism in the teaching workforce.

3. Purpose of Studying Teacher Education Comparatively

1. To Learn from Other Nations
— Helps improve local systems by adopting best practices.
2. To Identify Strengths and Weaknesses
— Comparison highlights what works and what doesn’t.
3. To Promote International Standards
— Helps align teacher training with global quality benchmarks.
4. To Enhance Educational Reforms
— Provides evidence for policy-making and curriculum reforms.
5. To Develop Professional Teachers
— Encourages better training programs focusing on pedagogy and practice.

4. Major Dimensions of Comparison

Dimension Focus
Structure of Teacher Education Levels, duration, and entry requirements.
Curriculum and Content Pedagogy, subject specialization, ICT use.
Training Methods Theoretical vs. practical balance.

20 of 22



Evaluation System Examinations, observations, and continuous assessment.

Professional Development In-service training, workshops, and CPD.

Regulatory Framework Government, universities, or independent bodies.

5. Examples from Different Countries

Country Teacher Education Characteristics
Pakistan Government-controlled; programs include ADE, B.Ed; more theoretical; limited practical exposure.
United Kingdom Practical and reflective; PGCE and QTS required; strong school-university partnership.
United States State-based systems; strong emphasis on pedagogy, psychology, and diversity.
Finland Highly selective; teachers hold master’s degrees; strong focus on research and autonomy.
Malaysia Centralized training by Ministry of Education; integration of ICT and moral education.
Japan Emphasizes discipline, ethics, and lifelong learning; ongoing professional development.

7. Importance of Comparative Study of Teacher Education

Promotes mutual understanding between education systems.

Encourages innovation and policy improvement.

Supports global teacher mobility and international cooperation.

Helps countries like Pakistan reform teacher education for better outcomes.

8. Conclusion

Comparing teacher education across countries shows that quality teaching depends on quality training.

Developed nations focus on practical skills, research, and lifelong learning, while developing countries must improve
resources, curriculum, and teacher motivation.

A comparative approach helps build a globally competent and effective teaching profession.

2. Countries Covered: Pakistan, Germany, Singapore Source: Syllabus 1

Aspect Pakistan Germany == Singapore
Controlling Authority Ministry of Education & Federal and State Ministry of Education (MOE)
HEC Governments
Entry Requirement Intermediate / Bachelor Abitur (High School Diploma) | Excellent O/A Level Results
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Qualification Level

ADE, B.Ed (Hons), M.Ed

Bachelor + 18-24 months
Training

Bachelor + NIE Teacher Training

Training Institutions

Colleges of Education,
Universities

Universities & Teacher
Training Institutes

National Institute of Education
(NIE)

Duration of Training

24 years (varies by level)

5-6 years (with teaching
practice)

4 years (Integrated)

Focus of Curriculum

Theory-based; limited
practical training

Strong on theory, pedagogy,
and subject mastery

Balanced focus on Pedagogy,
ICT, Innovation

Teaching Practice 3—6 months 1-2 years of school practice Continuous school-based
practicum
Teacher Recruitment By Federal/Provincial Competitive exams by state Centralized & merit-based
Commissions recruitment

Continuous Professional
Development (CPD)

Irregular in many areas

Mandatory in-service training

Regular workshops & digital
training

Status of Teachers

Moderate social recognition

High professional respect

Very high status and good salary

Use of Technology

Limited use of ICT

Modern ICT in classrooms

Highly digital &
technology-driven learning

Educational Philosophy

Focus on basic content
delivery

Emphasis on intellectual and
civic education

Focus on innovation, creativity,
and lifelong learning
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